
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  September 3, 2009 
 
TO:  County Commissioners and Summit County Council 
 
FROM:  Larry L. Long, CCAO Executive Director 
  Thomas D. Strup, Deputy Director of Operations 
 
RE: Rollout of new CCAO Service Corporation Energy Program-Electricity Savings 
 
As you recall, the CCAOSC initiated its natural gas procurement program in 2000 that has collectively saved 
29 counties over $7.4 million.  Recent modifications in the natural gas program increased the participation to 
over 40 counties!  With the recent modifications of the natural gas program, the one question that was 
repeatedly asked by the various county Commissioners: “Can you do this with electricity?”  Based upon recent 
PUCO rulings and relatively low wholesale electric costs, we can now answer “YES”!  The County 
Commissioners Association of Ohio Service Corporation (CCAOSC) is forming a new program to assist 
counties on securing lower cost electricity. 
 
The CCAOSC has partnered again with Palmer Energy to help manage this electric program.  While we will 
initially focus on counties located in the FirstEnergy area of the state, we fully expect to include counties 
served by Columbus & Southern and Duke-Ohio shortly thereafter.  To make this a successful program, we 
need to start collecting data from all counties.  The independent energy professionals of Palmer Energy will 
collect, evaluate, and determine the most advantageous way to bid the members electricity requirement.  Like 
natural gas, we anticipate that pooling the electricity needs of all participating counties will show greater 
savings to the entire group. 
 
To get started we enclosed a response form to fill out that will enable us to secure the necessary electric 
consumption, demand, cost, and other information, needed to attain quotations from the various potential 
suppliers.  Unlike the natural gas program, the objective will be a longer term (18-19 months on FE and longer 
on other utilities) transaction with guaranteed savings compared to the portion of your electric bill that can be 
avoided if you purchase from a different power supplier. 
 
If possible, please return this Response Form by September 18, 2009.  After gathering the necessary 
information, we will initiate the bidding, evaluate the responses and initiate negotiations for a power supply 
agreement with the successful supplier(s).  After each County signs the power supply agreement, its savings 
will begin. 
 
The CCAOSC believes this program has the opportunity to save counties money.  If you have questions or 
would like to schedule a consultation please contact either Kirkland Mizerek, Vice President of Palmer Energy 
at kmizerek@palmerenergy.com or Tom Strup, CCAO Deputy Director of Operations at tstrup@ccao.org. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

JUST THE FACTS… 
 

1. What is CCAOSC Energy Solutions (CCAOSCES)?   

CCAOSCES is a program designed by County Commissioners Association of Ohio 

Service Corporation (CCAOSC) to save those in county government money on one of 

their most significant expenditures – Natural Gas and Electricity.   

 

2. Who is eligible for the CCAOSCES Program?  

All county and county related facilities, offices and departments are eligible. 

 

3. How long has the CCOASCES Program been operating?  

The original program was started in 2000 and saved participating members over $7 

million.  The new CCAOSCES Natural Gas Program became effective May 1, 2009.  

The electricity program is beginning in the next few months. 

 

4. Are there membership or unit fees involved?  

There is no membership fee. There is a small per unit fee added to the basis portion of 

your natural gas bill used to administer the program.  For the electricity program a small 

transaction fee is built into the cost of your electricity. 

 

5. Why should I join the CCAOSCES Program? 

Simple; if you want the potential to save time and resources by pooling your natural gas 

costs, you should join. 

 

6. What if I am in contract with another supplier, can I still join? 

Yes, you can. We can have all your paperwork prepared for a smooth transition once 

your current contract expires. 

 

7. What do I need to do to be part of CCAOSCES? 

Simply return your Member Response Form along with copies of all facilities complete 

electricity utility bill to the CCAO offices to start the process. 

 

8. Are there any additional benefits to the CCAOSCES Program? 

You will receive monthly newsletters with program updates. You will also have a team 

made up of county government individuals designated to take care of your specific 

energy needs and concerns. 
 

For answers to any questions you may have about the specifics of this program, please feel free to contact 
Kirkland Mizerek, Palmer Energy Vice President at (419) 539-9180 or kmizerek@palmerenergy.com.   You 
may also contact Tom Strup, CCAO Deputy Director of Operations at (614) 220-7978, (888) 757-1904 or 
tstrup@ccao.org . 




